Neurologic presentations of systemic vasculitides.
Vasculitis or angiitis refers to a group of inflammatory disorders of the blood vessels that cause structural damage to the affected vessel, including thickening and weakening of the vessel wall, narrowing of its lumen, and, usually, vascular necrosis. Systemic vasculitis is classified according to the vessel size and histopathologic and clinical features. Vasculitides with small vessel involvement typically include Henoch-Schönlein purpura and cryoglobulinemia. Polyarteritis nodosa and Wegener granulomatosis are small- and medium-sized vessel vasculitides, whereas temporal arteritis and Takayasu arteritis involve large vessels. In this article, the authors provide a review of the neurologic presentations of the major systemic vasculitides.